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Brazil: Population 
 

212,459,680 Current population 

104,520,625 Current male 
population (49.2%) 

107,939,055 Current female 
population  

Ethnic Groups: white population 47.7%, 
black population  50,7, Asian 1.1%, 
indigenous 0.4% (2010 est.) 

Education expenditure 6% of GDP (2013) country comparison to rest of the world 4no. 9 
 



  
 
 
 

OUTLIN 
Brazil: OECD Indicators 
 



Population Pyramid 
 
 
 

0-14 years: 22.33% (male 23,599,867/female 22,696,756) 
15-24 years: 16.36% (male 17,212,048/female 16,721,295) 
25-54 years: 43.86% (male 45,114,076/female 45,836,147) 
55-64 years: 9.12% (male 8,931,065/female 9,974,723) 
65 years and over: 8.33% (male 7,356,838/female 9,910,576) (2017 est.) 
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I - Legal Education in Brazil:  the origins and 
constraints of the pioneering field in Higher Education 

at the country. 
 

• Higher Education in Brazil was quiet late in being developed in 
comparison with other Latin American states  It begins only in 1827. 

• Knowledge of the teacher was basis.  Exams were taken on the 
basis of memorizing of what the professor said during the course in 
very long lectures. 

• The historical bases of the Brazilian Law and judicial process, the 
Romano-Germanic theoretical perspective is reflected by the strict 
observation of the codes 

• Devotion to educate what a famous author had identified as  the 
“Aprendizes do Poder” professors and students were members of 
the same white economic elite  

• No  comprehension of the social, economic or cultural demands of 
the society. 
 
 

 

 



II - The challenges and changes of Brazilian Higher 
Education since 1988:   Universities and their mission 

at the Federal Constitutional Level.  
• Legal education had been seriously affected by the dictatorship in Brazil 

(1964-1985). 

• With the new constitution in 1988, a national movement started for the 
democratization of Brazilian education and a recognition of its social 
objective. 

• Article 6 of the 1988 Constitution stipulated a number of social rights, 
among those the right to education 

• Public higher education, although tuition-free, was selective in that Article 
208 (V) had foreseen that access depending  on the capacities of each 
individual 

• It is this principle of autonomy that served as the basis for great changes in 
the profile of students in the XXI century. 

• Higher education became an important aspect of Brazilian public policies. 



III- Regulation of Higher Education: The Legal 
Framework for Legal Education and how competences 

became part of it.  
 

• A movement emerged in the early 1990s which brought together Law 
School Faculties, the Brazilian Bar Association, and the Ministry of 
Education in an attempt with an interdisciplinary perspective to challenge 
the previous concept of a what a curriculum is and should provide. 

• Juridical education started to resemble the principles of higher education in 
general 

• September 2004, a new curricular directive for law courses went into effect 
at the state level 

• For the first time, competencies and abilities became objectives in Law 
education 

• Still restrained by a technical and conservative professional outlook  



Article 4 of the directive.   

• The undergraduate course in Law must make possible a professional 
formation that reveals, at minimum, for following habilities and 
competencies:   
 
    I - reading, comprehension and elaboration of texts, juridical or normative 
acts and documents, with the proper utilization of technical-juridical norms;  
    II - interpretation and application of the Law;  
    III - research and utilization of legislation, jurisprudence, doctrine and 
other sources of Law;  
    IV - adequate technical-juridical activity, in different instances, 
administrative or judicial, with the proper utilization of processes, acts and 
procedures;  
    V - correct utilization of juridical terminology of the Science of Law;  
    VI - utilization of juridical reasoning, argumentation, persuasion and 
critical reflection; 
    VII - judgement in decision-making; and,  
    VIII - dominion of technologies and methods for the permanent 
comprehension and application of the Law.  
 



Expansion of law programmes between 1995 and 2017 
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Student enrollment 2017 

764.703 

 21.576 

25.453 

41.126 

764.703 

Student enrollment 2017 



IV- The federal system of higher education:  the impact 
of new policies of inclusiveness on law education.  

 
• Legal education must obey to a complex and sophisticated system of legal 

provisions  
• The curricular structure of each program to the policies and measures for 

evaluating and ranking post-graduate programs must be taken into account 
• There is a detailed system for the authorization, credentialing, and 

evaluation of programs at the Federal and state levels in Brazil 
• State University of Rio de Janeiro in 2001, racial quota 
• 2004, the University of Brasília also established a quota system  
• Conservative political reaction leading to a series of legal battles aimed at 

extinguishing all affirmative action policies  
• The Supreme Court in 2012 unanimously supported the maintenance of 

quotas at all public universities. 
• Law n.º 12.711 on August 29, 2012, established a national policy of quotas 

at all Federal universities.   



Quota 

1st Rio 1999 

2nd UnB 
2004 

3rd  2012 
Federal 
Law 

4th  Law 12711 

40% 
20 
% 

50% 
Article 1.   The federal 
institutions of higher 
education attached to 
the Ministry of Education 
will reserve in each 
selection process for 
entry into undergraduate 
courses, by course and 
by time period, a 
minimum of 50% of their 
openings for students 
who have completed 
intermediate education 
in public schools.    



V- Tuning and Legal Education: what are the 
perspectives? 

 
• JBrazil participated in Tuning ALFA Latin America in two phases  
• Since the year 2000, the expansion of undergraduate education has a 

strong link with with post-graduate programs.   
• The post graduate education in Law in Brazil was significantly developed 

with 34 doctoral programs, 98 academic Masters, and 5 professional MAs  
• A new generation of academics familiar with research methodologies and 

design was educated 
• Attemost were made to explore active methodologies for teaching and 

learning and the so-called participative methodologies  
• There are considerable obstacles. For example, there are severe 

methodological and practical challenges for a traditional faculty. 
• Following the competence based learning a faculty must embrace collective 

work  
• There are projects foretell a more creative direction and posit the student at 

the center of learning.  
 



VI- Law School at the University of Brasília and the 
experience of bringing students to a better place in the 
pedagogical relation.  The new Curriculum as a guide 
to open the minds in a Law School at the heart of the 

Republic.  

• July 9, 2012, the Council of the Law School at the University of Brasília 
(FD/UnB) approved a new Pedagogical Project  
 

• The working methodology took into account some of the practices collected 
by the coordinator of the group who had participated in the Project ALFA 
Tuning.  
 

• Project was developed simultaneously with the discussions of policies of 
inclusion in the Brazilian public universities  
 

• The entry of students selected in these processes as of 2013 has produced 
a new student body profile at the Law School which previously had been the 
almost the exclusive dominion of the sons & daughters of the state 
bureaucratic elite of the capital (except for the 20% of afro-descendant 
quota students since 2004).  
 



Juridical education as 
a process of the 

formation of academic-
professional 

competences over the 
course of the program 

.  Integration of teaching, 
research, and extension 

activities as the organizing 
principle of the pedagogical 

structure. 

Student autonomy and responsibility 
in the formative processes.   

Processes of teaching-
learning tied to the mutual 
responsibility of professors 
and students in reaching 
desired objectives.   

Diversity of theoretical and 
methodological approaches. 

The structure of the project 

Essential connection between theory and 
practice during the entire formative 
process. 



CONCLUSIONS 

• Major challenge to adopt and explore new pedagogical perspective  

• Diversity at the students body is a rich opportunity to better understand the 
current challenges at Brazilian society  

• Changes are not yet noticeable within pedagogical practices and structures 

• Some initiatives related to research groups dealing with themes of racism, 
police violence towards the black population, human rights and its legal and 
sociological perspectives, women’s rights and the need to a more equal 
society, among many others 

• Majority of mandatory credits in legal studies are related , yet, to classical 
disciplines, such as property and Family law, criminal law, procedural law 
among others.  

• At private and institutional level a lot of change is necessary to transform 
competences as the basis of the learning processes  

• Legal Schools have to become finally also effective competences building 
environments.  
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